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July 13, 2026 
 
 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town of Otisco held on July 13, 2026 at 7:00 

pm at the Otisco Town Hall, 1924 Barker Street, with the following members present: 

 

                                    PRESENT:     Supervisor Glenn R. Hall 

                                                            Councilman Jesse Spaulding                                                                               

     Councilman Tyler Knapp 

                                      Councilman Doug LaFrance 

     Counselman Roger Volles 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Thomas Chartrand, Financial Advisor; Douglas Hoffman, Highway 

Superintendent; Craig Billinson, Attorney for the Town; Cheryl Brunet, Town Clerk; Mandie 

Young, Deputy Town Clerk; and approximately 7 others.    

 

 

    

PUBLIC HEARING TO CONDUCT A REVIEW UNDER THE STATE 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT (SEQRA) AND TO CONSIDER CP 

OTISCO ONE LLC’S APPLICATION FOR A SOLAR FARM/SOLAR ENERGY 

SYSTEM 

 

 

 Motion was made by Councilman Volles and seconded by Councilman Knapp to 

open the Public Hearing to conduct a review under the State Environmental Quality Review 

Act (SEQRA) and to consider CP Otisco One LLC’s application for a solar farm/solar 

energy system 

. 

 

All in favor, motion carried 

                                  (Hall, Spaulding, Knapp, Volles and LaFrance) Ayes 5 Noes 0 

 

Glenn R. Hall summarized Purpose and Intent-  
This public hearing concerns the application of CP Otisco One LLC, an affiliate of ClearPath 

Energy LLC, for approval of the proposed Fassler Solar Project on property located along Lords 

Hill Road, Tax Map Parcel No. 007.-02.-06.1. The purpose of tonight's hearing is to receive 

public comment regarding the proposed solar project, the Town Board's review under the State 

Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), including the Full Environmental Assessment 

Form, Parts 1, 2, and 3, and the Applicant's request for approval under the Town of Otisco Solar 

Energy Systems Local Law. 

After receiving public comments, the Town Board may consider SEQRA findings and action on 

the application. 
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The Board will now take questions or comments from the public. 

 

Ann Ruggles asked for clarification regarding stormwater runoff, stormwater safety, and the 

retention basin discussed at a prior meeting. 

It was explained that the retention basin is not intended to remain filled with water. Its purpose is 

to capture runoff from the roadway and surrounding area, allowing the water to infiltrate over 

time. The highest water levels would likely occur after a major snowmelt or rainstorm event, but 

water would not be expected to remain in the basin permanently. 

Concerns were raised regarding whether the retention basin could pose a hazard to neighboring 

children. It was noted that the full project area would be fenced, and the retention basin would be 

located within the fenced project area. 

A member of the public also referenced prior discussion regarding federal funding and requested 

clarification, noting that the issue had been unclear at the prior meeting attended. 

Another public comment addressed the possibility that, if the project is approved, it may signal 

that the Town is open to certain development projects and could lead to additional developers 

approaching the Town. The commenter suggested the Town consider adopting a cumulative 

impact law to ensure that the overall effects of multiple projects are evaluated together, including 

impacts to the environment and traffic patterns, rather than reviewing each project in isolation. 

 

 

 Motion was made by Councilman Spaulding and seconded by Councilman 

LaFrance to close the Public Hearing to conduct a review under the State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and to consider CP Otisco One LLC’s application for a solar 

farm/solar energy system 

 

All in favor, motion carried 

                                  (Hall, Spaulding, Knapp, Volles and LaFrance) Ayes 5 Noes 0 

 

 

 

 

ENTER TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

 

  

TOWN OF OTISCO 

RESOLUTION NO. 30 of 2026 

RESOLUTION DECLARING THE TOWN BOARD TO BE LEAD AGENCY UNDER 

THE STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT (SEQRA), ADOPTING A 

NEGATIVE DECLARATION, ACCEPTING THE APPLICANT'S MODIFIED 
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APPLICATION MATERIALS, AND GRANTING CONDITIONAL SOLAR FARM 

APPROVAL TO CP OTISCO ONE LLC (CLEARPATH ENERGY LLC) FOR THE 

FASSLER SOLAR PROJECT 

 At a meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Otisco, held in the Town Hall in said Town, 

County of Onondaga, State of New York, on the13th day of July, 2026 there were: 

PRESENT:       ABSENT: 

Glenn R. Hall      __________________________ 

Roger P. Volles    __________________________ 

Jesse Spaulding    __________________________ 

Tyler Knapp     __________________________ 

Doug LaFrance    __________________________ 

 

Town Clerk:   Cheryl Brunet    __________________________ 

 Supervisor Glenn R. Hall introduced a proposed Town Board Resolution to declare the 

Town Board to be Lead Agency under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), 

adopt a Negative Declaration, accept the applicant's modified application materials, and grant 

conditional solar farm approval to CP Otisco One LLC (ClearPath Energy LLC) for the Fassler 

Solar Project. 

 Motion was made by Councilman Roger P. Volles to adopt the following Resolution and 

was seconded by Councilman Jesse Spaulding: 

 WHEREAS, CP Otisco One LLC, an affiliate of ClearPath Energy LLC (the "Applicant"), 

submitted an Application for Solar Farm Permit Approval dated February 11, 2026, requesting 

approval to construct and operate the Fassler Solar Project, a ground-mounted community solar 

energy facility upon approximately 45 acres of a 125.17-acre parcel located on Lords Hill Road 

(New York State Route 80), Town of Otisco, Onondaga County, New York, Tax Map Parcel No. 

007.-02.-06.1; and  

 WHEREAS, the original application proposed construction of a 2.70-megawatt alternating 

current (MWAC) community solar facility consisting of approximately 7,150 photovoltaic panels, 

associated tracking systems, electrical collection facilities, pad-mounted equipment, perimeter 

agricultural fencing, underground electric facilities, stormwater management facilities, access 

roadway improvements, landscaping, utility interconnection facilities and related appurtenances; 

and 

 WHEREAS,  the Applicant submitted extensive supporting documentation, including 

but not limited to: 

- Full Environmental Assessment Form;  

- Project Narrative;  
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- Agricultural Data Statement;  

- Site Engineering and Survey Plans;  

- Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan;  

- Utility Interconnection Materials;  

- Visual Impact Assessment;  

- Glint and Glare Analysis;  

- Emergency Response Plan; 

- Operations and Maintenance Plan;  

- Decommissioning Plan;  

- Decommissioning Cost Estimate;  

- Proposed Financial Security;  

- Insurance Documentation; and  

- other supporting studies and reports required under Town of Otisco Solar Energy 

Systems Local Law Local Law No. 5 of 2024; and  

 WHEREAS, thereafter, the Applicant submitted revised application materials dated May 

6, 2026, including revised engineering plans, revised stormwater management plans, revised 

electrical drawings, revised decommissioning documents and a supplemental project narrative 

describing proposed modifications to the Project; and  

 WHEREAS, those modifications include: 

- increasing the generating capacity of the Project from approximately 2.70 MWAC to 

approximately 4.10 MWAC through the addition of photovoltaic panels located 

entirely within the previously proposed fenced solar array area;  

- relocation of the proposed access roadway and associated stormwater management 

facilities in order to avoid an existing private water well easement;  

- relocation of certain electrical facilities;  

- revised decommissioning cost estimates and financial security; and  

- other engineering refinements which do not materially increase the Project footprint 

or limits of disturbance; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed the original application, all supplemental 

materials, reports and revised plans, together with comments received from the Town Attorney, 

the Town Engineer, the Town's planning consultants, involved agencies, interested agencies, and 

members of the public; and  

 WHEREAS, the Town Board conducted all proceedings required under the Town of 

Otisco Solar Energy Systems Local Law No. 5 of 2024; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board further conducted environmental review pursuant to Article 

8 of the Environmental Conservation Law and Part 617 of Title 6 of the New York Codes, Rules 

and Regulations ("SEQRA"); and  

 WHEREAS, the Town Board has carefully considered: 
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- land use compatibility;  

- agricultural impacts;  

- wetlands;  

- stormwater management;  

- traffic;  

- visual impacts;  

- noise;  

- emergency access;  

- wildlife habitat;  

- cultural resources;  

- decommissioning;  

- financial security;  

- insurance coverage for the Town; 

- public safety;  

- compliance with Local Law No. 5 of 2024; and  

- all other relevant environmental factors identified during the SEQRA review. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLWS:  

1. The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein as though fully set forth. 

 

2. The Town Board hereby determines that it is and shall remain Lead Agency for purposes 

of coordinated environmental review pursuant to SEQRA. 

 

3. The Town Board finds that: 

 

- the original application materials;  

- the revised May 2026 submissions;  

- consultant reports;  

- engineering plans;  

- environmental studies;  

- agency correspondence; and  

- all information contained within the administrative record have been thoroughly 

reviewed by the Board. 

 

4. The Town Board specifically finds that the modifications submitted by the Applicant: 

 

- do not materially enlarge the Project footprint;  

- do not materially increase disturbance limits;  

- do not significantly alter visual impacts;  

- do not significantly alter traffic impacts;  

- do not significantly alter drainage characteristics;  
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- do not create additional adverse impacts upon wetlands or water resources;  

- do not materially affect wildlife habitat;  

- do not materially alter surrounding land uses; and  

- do not otherwise create any new potentially significant adverse environmental 

impacts beyond those previously evaluated under SEQRA.  

 

5. Accordingly, the Town Board determines that the revised application does not require 

supplemental environmental review beyond that already undertaken and the revised plans are 

hereby accepted as part of the approved application. 

 

6. The Town Board hereby adopts a Negative Declaration pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617, 

finding that the Fassler Solar Project, as modified, will not result in any significant adverse 

environmental impacts. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby grants Conditional Solar 

Farm Approval to CP Otisco One LLC for the Fassler Solar Project subject to the following 

conditions: 

1. Compliance with all approved plans and specifications.  

2. Incorporation of all revised plans submitted in May 2026.  

3. Compliance with Local Law No. 5 of 2024.  

4. Maintenance of all required setbacks.  

5. Installation and maintenance of all approved landscaping and screening.  

6. Replacement of any dead or diseased screening vegetation for a period of five (5) years 

following installation.  

7. Compliance with all approved stormwater management plans and SWPPP requirements.  

8. Receipt of all approvals required from NYSDEC, NYSDOT, the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, National Grid, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, and any other 

governmental agency having jurisdiction.  

9. Posting and maintenance of the approved decommissioning financial security, as revised, 

together with periodic updates as required by Local Law No. 5 of 2024.  

10. Maintenance of liability insurance naming the Town of Otisco as an additional insured 

throughout construction, operation and decommissioning.  

11. Submission of record drawings ("as-built plans") upon completion of construction.  
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12. Compliance with all applicable provisions of the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building 

Code.  

13. Issuance of all required Town building permits before commencement of construction.  

14. Construction shall substantially commence within three (3) years following adoption of 

this Resolution unless extended by the Town Board upon good cause shown.  

15. The Applicant shall at all times comply with the approved Emergency Response Plan, 

Operations and Maintenance Plan, and Decommissioning Plan.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that nothing contained herein shall relieve the 

Applicant from complying with any federal, state, county or local law, regulation, permit, 

approval or order applicable to the Project. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is hereby directed to enter this 

Resolution into the official minutes of the Town Board and provide a certified copy to the 

Applicant. 

 The Town Board thereupon voted to adopt the proposed Resolution as a Resolution of the 

Town Board as follows: 

Ayes     5  Nays    -0- 

    

 Be it so Ordered by the Town Board of the Town of Otisco. 

 

Dated: July 13, 2026.    Otisco, N.Y. 

 

 ________________________________  _____________________________ 

 Glenn R. Hall, Town Supervisor  Cheryl Brunet, Town Clerk 

 
Otisco/Solar Projects/Clear Path Energy Lords Hill Project/Town Board Review/Resolution 

 

 

Attorney Billinson stated that Clear Path has completed part 1 of the SEQRA application and his 

review verifies that Clear Path has complied with  all the requirements of part 1. 
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 Motion was made by Councilman Spaulding and seconded by Councilman Volles to 

approve and accept the full Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) for the Clear Path project. 

 

All in favor, motion carried 

                                  (Hall, Spaulding, Knapp, Volles and LaFrance) Ayes 5 Noes 0 

 

 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 

 

The minutes of the June 8, 2026, Regular Monthly Town Board Meeting have been distributed 

via email to all members of the town board by the Town Clerk prior to the meeting.   

 

           Motion was made by Councilman LaFrance and seconded by Councilman 

Spaulding to accept the June 8, 2026 minutes. 

                    

All in favor, motion carried 

                                  (Hall, Spaulding, Knapp, Volles and LaFrance) Ayes 5 Noes 0 

 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: 

 

The Highway Department reported that the most recent round of roadside mowing had been 

completed and that additional mowing would continue as needed over the next several weeks. 

Crews had been cutting shoulders, cleaning around guardrails, and cutting brush in various 

locations.  

Guardrail repairs were needed on Kinyon Road after damage occurred there. 

Work was also completed at the cemetery, including brush cleanup to make the area more 

presentable. Additional brush cutting, driveway work, and culvert-related repairs were also 

discussed, including one repair that became a replacement. 

The Board discussed the dump truck that had previously experienced radiator puncture issues. It 

was reported that the front tires had been switched, which appeared to help reduce buildup 

underneath the truck. The issue will continue to be monitored. 

The need for tires was also discussed. Two quotes had been obtained, with the initial set 

expected to cost more because outside casings would need to be used. Future tire costs may be 

reduced by using the Town’s own casings, saving approximately ninety dollars per tire. 

The Highway Department reviewed chip seal bid information. The submitted road 

measurements, including length, width, and square yardage, were consistent and totaled 

approximately 12.3 miles. Bidders quoted different spray rates, which affected the total projected 

cost. 
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After reviewing the bid calculations and adjusting one equipment-related item from one day to 

two days, Suit-Kote remained the cumulative low bidder at approximately $171,372. The figures 

were discussed in connection with the proposed 284 Agreement. 

The Board discussed chip seal spray rates and noted that lower quoted spray rates can reduce the 

bid amount while using less oil. It was suggested that future bids specify a required spray rate so 

all bidders are bidding on the same basis. 

The Board also discussed Stevens Road as a separate topic. Options were reviewed for paving 

versus in-place recycling. The Highway Department explained that, although in-place recycling 

may appear more expensive initially, it can be more practical logistically and may result in lower 

overall cost by reducing delays, truck needs, and hauling issues. 

Additional reasons for considering in-place recycling included the condition of the road, 

bleeding concerns, reduced buildup at driveways and shoulders, and the ability to complete the 

work with fewer Town trucks compared to a full paving operation. The Highway Department 

may obtain additional quote information for hot mix paving for comparison. 

Discussion regarding t-shirts for highway crew and potential truck replacement. 

  

 

 Motion was made by Councilman Volles and seconded by Councilman Spaulding 

to authorize the signing of the 284 Agreement with Suit-Kote. 

                    

All in favor, motion carried 

                                  (Hall, Spaulding, Knapp, Volles and LaFrance) Ayes 5 Noes 0 

 

  

 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: 

 

Thomas Chartrand, Financial Advisor, reviewed monthly financial reports.  

  

             Motion was made by Councilman Spaulding and seconded by Councilman Knapp to 

accept the June Supervisors Report.  

                                                          All in favor, motion carried 

                                  (Hall, Spaulding, Knapp, Volles and LaFrance) Ayes 5 Noes 0 

         

  

      Motion was made by Councilman LaFrance and seconded by Councilman 

Spaulding to accept the June Bank Reconciliation.  

   

                                                        All in favor, motion carried 

                                  (Hall, Spaulding, Knapp Volles and LaFrance) Ayes 5 Noes 0 
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   Motion was made by Councilman Volles and seconded by Councilman LaFrance 

to approve the following Transfer of Appropriations dated July 13, 2026: 

 

(All in favor, motion carried) 

   (Hall, Knapp, Volles, LaFrance, and Spaulding) Ayes 5 Noes 0 

 

  

 

 

 

HIGHWAY FUND: 

 

   From:   

  A1990.4      Contingent          Contractual                          $2,200.00                            

                                                                                                   Total        $   2,200.00        

 

  To: 

  A1330.4      Tax Collection                     Contractual                      $2,200.00                            

                                                                                               Total        $   2,200.00 

 

 

  Motion was made by Councilman Spaulding and seconded by Councilman 

LaFrance to pay the bills out of the proper funds. They are General Abstract # 6 in the amount of 

$14,661.86 and Highway Abstract # 6 in the amount of $31,932.25.   

             

All in favor, motion carried 

                                  (Hall, Spaulding, Knapp, Volles and LaFrance) Ayes 5 Noes 0 

 

Business Discussion 

 

Supervisor Hall noted that there was a film crew working at the Wonderland property.  They 

rented the area for a short time.  He followed up with one of the owners.  

 

A copy of a solicitation law adopted by another town was submitted to Attorney Billinson for 

review at the June meeting.  The board is not going to pursue this at this time.   

 

Corey Dwyer presented his plan for a 5 unit apartment on Amber Rd.  Supervisor Hall explained 

that Corey will need a variance.  Attorney Billinson explained the process and requirements 

needed for the Town to grant the variance.  He will supply all details to Mr. Dwyer via e-mail. 

The possible timeline was discussed as well as the impact and future of the commercial 

moratorium. 

 

No update available on the playground grant.  

Olin Stratton had a question about pickleball courts. A lively discussion ensued. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Supervisor Hall announced that the Town Board has to discuss certain matters pertaining 

to the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or 

matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, 

dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation and these discussions should take 

place in Executive Session with the Board meeting in private since sensitive issues relating to 

these matters will be discussed.  Disclosure of these discussions at this time could have a 

significant impact on the Town Board’s ability to address such matters in the best interests of the 

Town and the public. 

 

 Motion was made by Councilman Volles and seconded by Councilman Knapp to 

enter into Executive Session at 8:05 pm. 

  

All in favor, motion carried 

(Hall, Spaulding, Knapp, Volles and LaFrance) Ayes 5  Noes 0 

 

 Motion was made by Councilman Spaulding and seconded by Councilman 

LaFrance to exit Executive Session at 8:37 pm. 

  

All in favor, motion carried 

(Hall, Spaulding, Knapp, Volles and LaFrance) Ayes 5  Noes 

 

 

 Motion to Adjourn was made by Councilman Knapp and seconded by Councilman 

LaFrance at 8:37 pm. 

  

All in favor, motion carried 

(Hall, Spaulding, Volles, Knapp and LaFrance) Ayes 5 Noes 0 

                                                       

     

 

      Respectfully submitted:_ 

        

      ___________________ 

                                                                        Cheryl Brunet, Town Clerk 
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